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Introduction to IMO 
 
The International Maritime Organization (IMO) is one of 15 specialized agencies currently affiliated with 
the United Nations (UN). It was created by convention during a 1948 conference in Geneva, beginning as 
the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization. The name was changed to International 
Maritime Organization in 1982.  
 

IMO Mission Statement: The mission of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) as a 
United Nations specialized agency is to promote safe, secure, environmentally sound, efficient 
and sustainable shipping through cooperation. This will be accomplished by adopting the 
highest practicable standards of maritime safety and security, efficiency of navigation and 
prevention and control of pollution from ships, as well as through consideration of the related 
legal matters and effective implementation of IMO’s instruments with a view to their universal 
and uniform application. 

 
Headquartered in London, IMO is the global 
authority on setting standards for the safety, 
security, and environmental performance of 
international shipping. Through the cooperation 
of its 174 Member States, it creates a regulatory 
framework for the shipping industry in the form 
of international treaties. IMO does not create 
laws; rather, it serves as a forum for sovereign 
states to come to an agreement on treaties, rules 
and guidelines. Member States are advised by 80 
non-governmental organizations and 63 
intergovernmental organizations. (See chapters 
for Member States, NGOs, and IGOs for more 
information about their roles and complete 
listings.)  
 
IMO covers all aspects of the international 
shipping industry, including mariner safety, ship design, construction, equipment, operation, and waste 
disposal. The organization has a commitment to a sustainable global maritime transportation system, 
which means it not only focuses on new technology, maritime education, and management, but also on 
the environmental impacts of shipping and other maritime traffic. 
 
The IMO’s primary role is creating a level playing field so that ship operators and nations cannot 
comprise the safety and security of mariners and the environment. Having a forum to discuss these 
shipping issues allows consistent guidelines to be established across international borders. If each nation 
developed its own legislation independently of one another, rules and standards would be inconsistent 
from port to port, rendering safe and efficient international shipping and maritime transportation next 
to impossible.  
 
Address: 4 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7SR, United Kingdom 
Website: www.imo.org 
Digital Library: webaccounts.imo.org  (requires account)  

Figure 1. IMO headquarters on the banks of the River 
Thames in London. 

http://www.imo.org/
https://webaccounts.imo.org/
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How IMO Operates 
 
The International Maritime Organization Convention sets IMO’s purpose, functions, membership, 
finances, headquarters, and voting provisions, in addition to several other matters. 
 
IMO’s highest governing body is the Assembly. It consists of all 174 Member States and meets once 
every two years in regular session, though it may hold special sessions as the need arises. The body is 
responsible for approving the organization’s priorities, voting on the budget, and determining IMO’s 
financial arrangements. It also adopts resolutions that straddle committee lines and elects the Council.  
  

 
The Council is the executive body of IMO and consists of 40 members. Its main obligation is to supervise 
the work of the organization and coordinate the activities of the committees, including receiving reports 
and proposals and submitting them to the Assembly and Member States. It is also responsible for 
appointing the Secretary-General (who is then approved by the Assembly), developing the strategic plan 
and work program, and entering into agreements or arrangements with other organizations.  
 
The Council’s 40 members fall into three categories. Category A consists of the 10 States with the largest 
interest in providing international shipping services.1 Category B consists of the 10 States with the largest 
interest in international seaborne trade.2 Category C consists of 20 states, not elected into the first two 
categories, which have special interests in maritime transport and who represent all major geographic 
locations of the world.3 The council is elected for two-year terms and is led by a Chair and Vice-Chair. In 
2020, the body will meet June 29–July 3 and December 7–11. 
 

                                                           
1 A: China, Greece, Italy, Japan, Norway, Panama, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, United Kingdom, and USA 
2 B: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, India, Netherlands, Spain, United Arab Emirates 
3 C: Bahamas, Belgium, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, 
Morocco, Peru, Philippines, Singapore, South Africa, Thailand, Turkey. 

Figure 2. The 116th Council, July 4-8, 2016, chaired by Jeffrey Lantz of the United States. 
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Under the Assembly and Council fall two committees, seven sub-committees, and three organizational 
committees. These organs—as IMO refers to them—are described in the next chapter. 
 
The Secretariat is the administrative body 
of IMO. Its job is to provide technical 
support for meetings, legal advice on 
regulatory developments, promote 
intergovernmental cooperation and 
communication, and maintain dialogue with 
the maritime industry.  
 
The chief executive of the Secretariat is the 
Secretary-General. The current Secretary-
General is Kitack Lim of the Republic of 
Korea. He was elected for a four-year term 
beginning January 1, 2016. In November of 
2018, Lim was elected for another four-year 
term, beginning January 1, 2020.  
 
The Secretary-General manages the work of the Assembly and Council and has a staff of 300 employees.  
 

 
Figure 4. Structure of IMO. Committees are detailed in the next chapter. 

In addition to the structures mentioned above, and the committees detailed in the next chapter, IMO 
manages a number of other operations. This includes regional offices in Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Kenya, 
Philippines and Trinidad and Tobago to support technical cooperation activities.  IMO has also founded 
and manages two academic facilities: the World Maritime University (WMU) and the International 
Maritime Law Institute (IMLI).  
 

Figure 3. IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim met with 
Indigenous leaders from the USA, Canada, and Russian 
Federation during MEPC 72. 
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WMU was established in 1983 in Malmö, Sweden and strives to be the “world center of excellence in 
postgraduate maritime and oceans education, professional training and research, while building global 
capacity and promoting sustainable development.”4 
 
IMLI was established in 1988 in Malta to “help ensure that sufficient maritime law experts would be 
available to assist in the implementation and enforcement of international maritime law and, more 
particularly, the vast body of rules and regulations developed under the aegis of IMO, especially within 
developing countries.” 5 
 
IMO has six official languages, Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish, and three working 
languages, English, French, and Spanish. All meeting documentation and reports are provided in the 
working languages. During meetings in the main hall, headsets provide real-time audio translations for 
each of the official languages.   
 
IMO Budget: In 2018, contributions from each Member State accounted for 55% of IMO’s total revenue, 
in addition to voluntary contributions (i.e. donations) and commercial activities (e.g. publications and 
cafeteria/catering sales). In contrast to other UN agencies, Members of IMO pay based on a formula 
that considers the tonnage of its merchant fleet as well as additional economic factors. Because of this, 
relatively small countries make some of the largest contributions.  
 
The top five contributors for 2018 were Panama (£4.9 million/$6.2 million), Marshall Islands (£3.1 
million/$3.7 million), Liberia (£3.1 million/$3.6 million), Singapore (£1.8 million/$2.3 million), and Malta 
(£1.5 million/$1.9 million).  Rounding out the top ten, respectively, are China, United Kingdom, 
Bahamas, Greece, and the United States. 6 
 
 

 
Figure 5. IMO flag  

                                                           
4 Website: http://www.wmu.se/  
5 Website: http://www.imli.org/  
6 For complete financial statements visit: http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Pages/Financial-Statements.aspx  

http://www.wmu.se/
http://www.imli.org/
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Pages/Financial-Statements.aspx
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IMO Committees and Sub-Committees 
 
In addition to the Assembly and Council (described in the previous chapter), IMO consists of the 
Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) and the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC). All 
Member States participate in these committees. Seven sub-committees aid in the work of MSC and 
MEPC, as well as three organizational committees. These sub-committees are open to all Member 
States, but do not require participation. 
 
Many working groups and correspondence groups deliberate on the development of specific topics or 
measures and report their outcomes to MSC or MEPC. One such group is the Intersessional Working 
Group on Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Ships (ISWG-GHG).7 This group, which meets for 
the seventh time this year in March, is helping to achieve the IMO strategy to reduce GHG emissions 
from ships and decarbonize the industry. These groups are too numerous to describe in this guide, but 
more information can be found in IMODOCS.8 
 
Committees are often referred to by their session number. For example, “In 2016, MSC 96 confirmed 
that ship construction rules…” This is referring to actions that occurred during the 96th session of the 
Maritime Safety Committee. 
 
For a current list of upcoming committee meetings visit:  
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/Default.aspx  
 
 
Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) 
The Maritime Safety Committee consists of all Member States and is the highest body of IMO after the 
Assembly and Council. During MSC sessions, members discuss all matters related to maritime safety and 
security for passenger and cargo ships. This includes aids to navigation, construction and equipment of 
vessels, cyber security, rules for the prevention of collisions, handling of dangerous cargoes, maritime 
safety procedures and requirements, piracy, hydrographic information, logbooks and navigational 
records, marine casualty investigations, and salvage and rescue. In addition, the MSC reviews 
conventions and adopts amendments as needed. 
 
The committee’s 2019 agenda included autonomous ships, safety of ships in polar waters, piracy and 
armed robbery against ships, and e-navigation. 
 
In 2020, MSC will hold its 102nd session from May 13–22 and its 103rd session from November 16–20.  
 
For a complete list of MSC sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/MSC/Pages/Default.aspx  
 

                                                           
7 Read more about the 2019 meeting of the ISWG on Reduction of GHG Emissions from Ships here: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/26-ISWG-GHG.aspx  
8 To see what groups report to MEPC, for example, click on the “Meeting Documents” item in the top menu of 
IMODOCS, select “MEPC,” and you’ll see a list of links to subgroups following the bolded “MEPC Documents.” 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/MSC/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/26-ISWG-GHG.aspx
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Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) 
The Marine Environment Protection Committee is IMO’s senior technical body on marine pollution. It 
consists of all Member States and addresses the environmental impacts of the shipping industry and 
maritime traffic. During MEPC sessions, members discuss the provisions of and draft amendments to 
MARPOL, which addresses the control and prevention of ship pollution. In addition, sessions cover 
ballast water9 management, anti-fouling systems, ship recycling, and pollution preparedness and 
response. The MEPC is also tasked with identifying sensitive marine areas in need of protection. 
 
The committee’s 2019 agenda included electronic record books, amendments to support the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions from ships, guidance and guidelines for the 2020 sulphur limit10, exhaust 
gas cleaning systems (EGCS or “scrubbers”), and a marine plastic litter action plan.  
 
In 2020, MEPC will hold its 75th session from March 30–April 3 and its 76th session October 19–23.  
 
For a complete list of MEPC sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/MEPC/Pages/Default.aspx  
 

 
Figure 6. The overflow room, which looks out over the main hall, during MEPC 71 in 2017. 

Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes and Containers (CCC) 
The Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes and Container was formerly known as the Sub-Committee 
on Dangerous Goods, Solid Cargoes and Containers (DSC) (which held its 18th and last session in 2013). 
During CCC sessions, participants discuss topics dealing with the carriage of dangerous goods, bulk and 
gas cargoes, and shipping containers. The committee also updates several codes, including the 
International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code (IMSBC Code), the International Maritime Dangerous 

                                                           
9 Ballast water – Water held in tanks to increase stability and balance. 
10 Read more about the 2020 sulphur cap here: http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Sulphur-
2020.aspx  

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/MEPC/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Sulphur-2020.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/Pages/Sulphur-2020.aspx
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Goods Code (IMDG Code), and the International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships 
Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (IGC Code). 
 
The sub-committee’s 2019 agenda included new and alternative fuels, amendments to several codes, 
and an inspection program of containers.  
 
In 2020, CCC will hold its 7th session September 14–18.  
 
For a complete list of CCC sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/CCC/Pages/Default.aspx 
 
 

Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping (HTW) 
The Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping was formerly known as the Sub-
Committee on Standards of Training and Watchkeeping (STW) (which held its 44th and last session in 
2013). During HTW sessions, participants discuss the human element of shipping, including training and 
certification, the guidance of addressing issues such as fatigue, and reviewing and revising IMO model 
courses.  
 
The sub-committee’s 2019 agenda included new training courses, review of a fishing vessel personnel 
training treaty, and guidelines on the medical examination of fishing vessel personnel.  
 
In 2020, HTW will hold its 7th session from June 1–5.  
 
For a complete list of HTW sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/HTW/Pages/Default.aspx 
 
 

Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III) 
The Sub-Committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments was formerly known as the Sub-Committee 
on Flag State Implementation (FSI) (which held its 21st and last session in 2013). The III brings together 
Member States who have flagged vessels, ports, or coastlines to discuss issues relating to the 
implementation of conventions, codes, and other items that originate at IMO. In addition, the III plays a 
key role in analyzing marine incidents. 
 
The sub-committee’s 2019 agenda included a MARPOL exemption for unmanned self-propelled barges, 
a review and analysis of marine casualties, and a review of inadequacies of port reception facilities. 
 
In 2020, III will hold its 7th session July 20–24. 
 
For a complete list of ICC sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/III/Pages/Default.aspx  
 
 

Sub-Committee on Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue (NCSR) 
The Sub-Committee on Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue began in 2014 with the 
merger of the Sub-Committee on Safety of Navigation (NAV) (which held its 59th and last session in 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/CCC/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/HTW/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/III/Pages/Default.aspx
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2013), and the Sub-Committee on Radiocommunications and Search and Rescue (COMSAR) (which held 
its 17th and last session in 2013). During NCSR sessions, participants discuss all matters relating to 
navigation, communication, and search and rescue. This includes analysis and approving of ship routing 
measures, performance standards for navigation and communications equipment, the development of 
e-navigation, and managing the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS).11 
 
The sub-committee’s 2019 agenda included polar communication and navigation equipment guidance, 
new ship routing systems in Indonesia, developing e-navigation, and modernizing the GMDSS. 
 
In 2020, NCSR will hold its 7th session from January 15–24. 
 
For a complete list of NCSR sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/NCSR/Pages/default.aspx  
 

 
Figure 7. Inside the main hall during NCSR 4 in 2017. 

Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR) 
The Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response was formerly known as the Sub-Committee 
on Bulk Liquids and Gases (BLG) (which held its 17th and last session in 2013). During PPR sessions, 
participants discuss all matters relating to the prevention and response of pollution. This includes all 
concerns dealing with pollution preparedness, response cooperation for hazardous and noxious 
substances, the control and management of invasive species, and ship recycling.  
 
The sub-committee’s 2019 agenda included draft guidelines for the implementation of the 2020 sulphur 
limit, reducing risks of use and carriage of heavy fuel oil as fuel by ships in Arctic waters, addressing the 
impact of black carbon emissions, and reviewing guidelines on Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems (EGCS).  

                                                           
11 GMDSS – An integrated communications system using satellite and terrestrial radio communications to ensure 
that no matter where a ship is in distress, aid can be dispatched 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/NCSR/Pages/default.aspx
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In 2020, PPR will hold its 7th session from February 17–21.  
 
For a complete list of PPR sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/PPR/Pages/default.aspx 
 
 

Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Construction (SDC) 
The Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Construction began in 2014 with the merger of the Sub-
Committee on Ship Design and Equipment (DE) (which held its 57th and last session in 2013) and the 
Sub-Committee on Stability and Load Lines on Fishing Vessels Safety (SLF) (which held its 55th and last 
session in 2013). During SDC sessions, participants discuss the technical and operational aspects of ship 
design and construction, including testing and approval of construction and materials, load lines, 
tonnage measurements, and the safety of fishing vessels. 
 
The sub-committee’s 2019 agenda included safety measures for fishing vessels and pleasure yachts in 
polar waters, safe carriage of personnel for offshore facilities, and guidelines for safer mooring.  
 
In 2020, SDC will hold its 7th session from February 3–7.  
 
For a complete list of SDC sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/SDC/Pages/Default.aspx  
 
 

Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment (SSE) 
The Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment was formerly known as the Sub-Committee on Fire 
Protection (FP) (which held its 54th and last session in 2013). During SSE sessions, participants discuss the 
technical and operational aspects of systems and equipment on all types of ships, vessels, craft, and 
other units covered by IMO instruments. 
 
The sub-committee’s 2019 agenda included making lifting and winching operation safer, guidelines on 
polar life-saving appliance, on-shore power supply, and draft guidelines for fire safety on ro-ro ships.12  
 
In 2020, SSE will hold its 7th session from March 2–6.  
 
For a complete list of SSE sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/SSE/Pages/Default.aspx  
 
 

Facilitation Committee (FAL) 
The Facilitation Committee consists of all Member States and has the goal of eliminating formalities and 
“red tape” in international shipping by implementing all aspects of any matter within the scope of IMO 
dealing with the facilitation of international maritime traffic. This includes the arrival, stay, and 
departure of ships, persons, and cargo from ports. 
 

                                                           
12 Roll-on/roll-off ships are vessels designed to carry wheeled cargo that are driven on and off the ship. 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/PPR/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/SDC/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/SSE/Pages/Default.aspx
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The committee’s 2019 agenda included establishing an expert group on data harmonization, an 
explanatory guide to the FAL Convention, and maritime corruption guidance.  
 
In 2020, FAL will hold its 44th session from April 20–24. 
 
For a complete list of FAL sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/FAL/Pages/Default.aspx  
 
 

Legal Committee (LEG) 
The Legal Committee consists of all Member States and deals with all legal matters within the scope of 
IMO. This includes liability and compensation issues related to the operation of ships, such as damage, 
pollution, passenger claims, and wreck removal. It also addresses the fair treatment of seafarers, as well 
as issues concerning unlawful activities at sea. 
 
The committee’s 2019 agenda included measures to address fraudulent ship registration, abandonment 
of seafarers, fair treatment of seafarers detained on suspicion of maritime crimes, and regulatory 
scoping exercises for autonomous ships.  
 
In 2020, LEG will hold its 107th session from March 16–20. 
 
For a complete list of LEG sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Legal/Pages/Default.aspx  
 
 

Technical Cooperation Committee (TC) 
The Technical Cooperation Committee consists of all Member States and oversees IMO’s capacity-
building program and the implementation of technical cooperation projects for which IMO acts as the 
executing or cooperating agency.   
 
The committee’s 2019 agenda included launching a film to mark three decades of IMO’s Women in 
Maritime program, implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and accepting multi-
donor trust funds for technical cooperation activities.  
 
In 2020, TC will hold its 70th session from June 15–19. 
 
For a complete listing of TC sessions and agendas visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/TC/Pages/Default.aspx   

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/FAL/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Legal/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/TC/Pages/Default.aspx
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Key IMO Instruments 
 
To achieve international cooperation and ensure the safety and security of vessels around the world, 
IMO uses a number of instruments. These generally fall under three subject categories: maritime safety, 
maritime pollution, and liability and compensation. These instruments should not be confused with 
documents, which are outlined in the next chapter.  
 
Conventions are the chief instruments of IMO. They are binding, multilateral treaty documents that 
regulate an aspect of maritime affairs, such as marine pollution. Conventions may have detailed 
technical provisions attached in annexes, such as the six that can be found in MARPOL, or they may 
have an associated code, such as the LSA code, which contains equipment requirements under the 
provisions of SOLAS.   
 
Protocols are used when major amendments need to be added to a convention that has been adopted, 
but has not yet entered into force. This may happen when a major maritime incident occurs and IMO 
recognizes that their soon-to-be-in-force convention does not address the causes of the incident or does 
not go far enough to prevent or respond to them. This was the case for the 1978 MARPOL Protocol, 
which was created in response to several large-scale pollution incidents in the 1970s. IMO adopted 
MARPOL in 1973, but the convention did not come into force until 1983. 
 
Recommendations are not legally binding treaty documents. They are adopted by Resolution, either by 
the Assembly or a main committee. Recommendations provide more specific guidelines and are 
intended to supplement or assist the implementation of the relevant provisions of the conventions. 
Though not binding, some governments do integrate the recommendations into their national 
legislation or regulations.  
 
Codes are final documents resulting from the agreement by the Assembly or a main committee. Some 
codes are not mandatory, but may be used by governments to assist legislation. Other codes are 
mandatory under a parent convention, such as the Polar Code, which SOLAS makes mandatory in 
chapter XIV. 
 
Resolutions are adopted by the Assembly, Council, and key committees. They commonly introduce 
amendments to conventions, but also act as official agreements for a number of other items, such as 
specific actions to be taken by a committee.  
 
Below you will find more information about specific IMO instruments that are important to the work of 
Pacific Environment and its partners.  
 
 

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 
The main objective of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea is to “specify minimum 
standards for the construction, equipment and operation of ships, compatible with their safety.” The 
first version of SOLAS was passed in 1914 in response to the Titanic disaster, but never entered into 
force due to World War I.  Further versions were adopted in 1929, 1948, and 1960. 
 
IMO revised SOLAS again in 1974, but this time included a tacit acceptance procedure, meaning that a 
Member State’s acceptance is inferred if they make no objections. This makes it easier to revise the 
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convention, since it now only takes adding amendments, as opposed to revising the entire document. 
The convention is sometimes referred to as “SOLAS, 1974, as amended.” It entered into force May 25, 
1980.  
 
The first portion of the convention lays out the general obligations and guidelines, followed by an annex 
divided into 14 chapters. They are as follows: 
 
Chapter I – General Provisions 
Includes regulations concerning the survey and inspections of ships, as well as the certification that 
show ships meet the requirements of SOLAS. 
 
Chapter II-1 – Construction: Subdivision and stability, machinery and electrical installation 
Requires, among other things, that passenger ships be subdivided into watertight compartments in such 
a way that when the hull becomes damaged, the ship will remain afloat and stable; essential machinery 
and electrical installations are designed in a way to ensure that they are maintained under various 
emergency conditions; and that ships be designed in such a way as to minimize the risk of loss of ship or 
marine pollution due to structural failure.  
 
Chapter II-2 – Construction: Fire protection, fire detection, and fire extinction 
Requires, among other things, the restricted use of combustible materials; detection, containment, and 
extinction of fire in the zone of origin; and the availability of fire-extinguishing appliances. 
 
Chapter III – Life-saving appliances and arrangements 
Details various requirements for lifeboats, rescue boats, and life jackets according to the type of ship.  
 
Chapter IV – Radiocommunications 
Incorporates the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS). 
 
Chapter V – Safety of navigation 
Requires, among other things, all vessels to be sufficiently and efficiently manned to ensure safe 
operation of the vessel and obligates vessel Masters to offer assistance to other vessels in distress. 
 
Chapter VI – Carriage of cargoes 
Details requirements for stowage and securing of all types of cargo and containers, except liquids and 
gases in bulk. 
 
Chapter VII – Carriage of dangerous goods 
Requires that the carriage of dangerous goods be in compliance with the International Bulk Chemical 
Code (IBC Code) and the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG Code). 
 
Chapter VIII – Nuclear ships 
Requires nuclear powered ships to conform to the Code of Safety for Nuclear Merchant Ships. 
 
Chapter IX – Management for the safe operation of ships 
Requires every ship-owner and any person that has assumed responsibility for a ship to comply with the 
International Safety Management Code (ISM).  
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Chapter X – Safety measures to enhance maritime safety 
Makes mandatory the International Code of Safety for High-Speed Craft (HSC Code). 
 
Chapter XI-1 – Special measures to enhance maritime safety 
Lays out requirements for organizations responsible for conducting surveys and inspections, ship 
identification number schemes, and operation requirements.  
 
Chapter XI-2 – Special measures to enhance maritime security 
Includes the International Ship and Port Facility Security Code; confirms that the role of Master in 
maintaining the security for the ship cannot be constrained by the Company, the charterer, or any other 
person. Requires all ships to have security alert systems. 
 
Chapter XII – Additional safety measures for bulk carriers 
Adds specific requirements for bulk carriers over 150 meters in length.  
 
Chapter XIII – Verification of compliance 
Makes mandatory IMO Member State Audit Scheme, which determines the extent to which Member 
States fulfill their obligations and responsibilities contained in IMO treaty instruments.  
 
Chapter XIV – Safety measures for ships operating in polar waters 
Makes mandatory the Introduction and part I-A of the International Code for Ships Operating in Polar 
Waters (Polar Code), which is detailed below.  
  
To learn more about SOLAS, visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/International-Convention-for-the-Safety-of-Life-at-Sea-
(SOLAS),-1974.aspx  
 
 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) 
The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships is the main international 
convention that covers the prevention of marine pollution and contains regulations aimed at preventing 
and minimizing both accidental and routine pollution from ships. It includes six technical annexes. 
Similar to how Chapter XIV of SOLAS makes mandatory part I-A of the Polar Code, several amendments 
through MARPOL’s annexes makes mandatory part II-A of the Polar Code, which deals with marine 
pollution.  
 
The annexes are listed and summarized below and include the year in which they entered into force.  
 
Annex I – Regulations for the Prevention of Pollution (1983) 
Covers prevention of pollution from operational measures as well as accidental discharges. Most 
significantly, this annex makes it mandatory for all new oil tankers to have double hulls.  
 
Annex II – Regulations for the Control of Pollution by Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk (1983)  
Details discharge criteria and measures for the control of pollution for some 250 noxious liquid 
substances. Requires that ships not discharge noxious gases within 12 miles of land.  
 

http://www.imo.org/en/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/International-Convention-for-the-Safety-of-Life-at-Sea-(SOLAS),-1974.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/International-Convention-for-the-Safety-of-Life-at-Sea-(SOLAS),-1974.aspx
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Annex III – Prevention of Pollution by Harmful Subst.  Carried by Sea in Packaged Form (1992) 
Contains general requirements for the standards on packing, marking, labeling, documentation, 
stowage, quantity subtraction, division, and notifications for preventing pollution by harmful 
substances. 
 
Annex IV – Prevention of Pollution by Sewage from Ships (2003) 
Prohibits the discharge of sewage into the sea, except when the ship has an approved sewage treatment 
process, or is discharging granulated and disinfected sewage at a distance of more than three nautical 
miles from the nearest land. Non-treated sewage can be discharged provided that it has been stored in a 
holding tank and is released at a moderate rate when the ship is moving at 4 knots (4.6 MPH) or more.  
 
Annex V – Prevention of Pollution by Garbage from Ships (1988) 
Specifies the distance from land and the manner in which different types of garbage may be disposed. 
Most significantly, this contains a complete ban on the disposal of all forms of plastic into the sea.  
 
Annex VI - Prevention of Air Pollution from Ships (2005) 
Contains requirements to regulate the air pollution emitted by ships, including the emission of ozone-
depleting substances, Nitrogen Oxides (NOx), Sulphur Oxides (SOx), Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), 
and shipboard incineration. 
 
To learn more about SOLAS, visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/International-Convention-for-the-
Prevention-of-Pollution-from-Ships-(MARPOL).aspx  
 
 

International Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters (Polar Code) 
The Polar Code covers shipping-related matters in Arctic and Antarctic waters, including navigation, ship 
design, search and rescue, and the protection of the polar environments and ecosystems. It is split into 
four parts, with part I-A covering mandatory safety measures (made mandatory under SOLAS), part II-A 
covering mandatory pollution prevention and environmental measures (made mandatory under 
MARPOL), and parts I-B and II-B covering recommended provisions for safety and environment, 
respectively.  
 
The safety and SOLAS amendments were adopted during MSC 94 in November 2014 and the 
environmental provisions and MARPOL amendments were adopted during MEPC 68 in May 2015. The 
Polar Code entered into force on January 1, 2017.  
 
For a map showing the extent of Polar Code application, see Figures 8 and 9 immediately following this 
chapter.  
 
PART I-A: SAFETY MEASURES 
 
Chapter 1 – General 
Describes definitions of terms used in the Polar Code and lays out requirements for certifications and 
survey.  
 

http://www.imo.org/en/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/International-Convention-for-the-Prevention-of-Pollution-from-Ships-(MARPOL).aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/International-Convention-for-the-Prevention-of-Pollution-from-Ships-(MARPOL).aspx
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Chapter 2 – Polar Water Operational Manual (PWOM) 
Establishes requirements for the Polar Water Operational Manual, such as specific procedures to be 
followed in the event of an incident, and various risk based procedures such as voyage planning to avoid 
ice. Requires that the manual be carried on board.  
 
Chapter 3 – Ship Structure 
Requires that ships intended to operate in polar waters be constructed with materials suitable for low 
temperature, and for ice strengthened ships be designed to withstand structural loads under foreseen 
ice conditions.  
 
Chapter 4 – Subdivision and Stability 
Describes regulations to ensure that ships remain stable in both intact and damaged conditions, with 
specific reference the build-up of frozen seawater (which can increase weight and shift the balance of 
the ship).  
 
Chapter 5 – Watertight and Weathertight Integrity 
Includes requirements that means must be provided to remove or prevent ice and snow buildup around 
hatches and doors, and that any outside door that requires access while at sea be designed in such a 
way to be capably operated by personnel wearing thick mittens. 
 
Chapter 6 – Machinery Installations 
Requires that machinery be installed in a way that it remains functional under anticipated conditions, 
including ice or snow accumulation, freezing and increased viscosity of liquids, and snow ingestion.  
 
Chapter 7 – Fire Safety and Protection 
Includes requirements that exposed fire safety systems be protected from ice and snow accumulation, 
that their design take into consideration that the user may be wearing bulky or cumbersome cold 
weather clothing, and that firefighter outfits be stored in warm locations.  
 
Chapter 8 – Life-Saving Appliances and Arrangements 
Sets requirements for safe escape, evacuation, and survival, including that adequate thermal protection 
be provided for all persons on board, and in the case of abandoning ship, that resources be provided to 
support survival for maximum expected time of rescue.  
 
Chapter 9 – Safety of Navigation 
Includes requirements that all ships have the ability to receive up-to-date information about ice 
conditions, have the ability to visually detect ice while in darkness, and that all icebreaker escorts be 
equipped with a flashing red light to indicate when the vessel is stopped.  
 
Chapter 10 – Communication 
Establishes various requirements for communications, including that two-way ship-to-ship and ship-to-
shore communications be available at all points along the route, and that all survival craft be capable of 
distress alerting, locating, and on-scene communications.  
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Chapter 11 – Voyage Planning 
Requires that the Company, Master, and crew be provided with sufficient information to ensure ship 
safety and environmental protection. When considering a route several thing should be considered, 
including places of refuge, the availability of search and rescue capabilities, and national and 
international designated protected areas.  
 
Chapter 12 – Manning and Training 
Describes regulations to ensure that ships operating in polar waters are manned by adequately trained 
and experienced personnel. 
 
PART II-A: Pollution Prevention Measures 
These chapters directly correspond to respective annexes in MARPOL.   
 
Chapter 1 – Prevention of Pollution by Oil  
Prohibits the discharge of oil or oily mixtures from any ship into the sea. 
 
Chapter 2 – Control of Pollution by Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk  
Prohibits the discharge of noxious liquid substances into the sea.  
 
Chapter 3 – Prevention of Pollution by Harmful Substances Carried by Sea in Packaged Form  
Left blank. See MARPOL Annex III. 
 
Chapter 4 – Prevention of Pollution by Sewage from Ships 
Prohibits the discharge of sewage within polar waters, except when done in accordance with MARPOL 
Annex IV. 
 
Chapter 5 – Prevention of Pollution by Garbage from Ships 
Prohibits the discharge of garbage into the sea unless done in accordance with regulation 4 of MARPOL 
Annex V. 
 
For more information about the Polar Code, visit:  
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/polar/Pages/default.aspx  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/polar/Pages/default.aspx
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Figure 8. Maximum extent of Arctic waters application (Arctic waters as defined by the Polar Code) 
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Figure 9. Maximum extent of Antarctic waters application (Antarctic waters as defined by the Polar Code) 
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IMO Documents 
 
IMO runs on documents. Their purposes range from providing meeting information, to proposing 
amendments, to creating international conventions.  
 
IMODOCS (https://docs.imo.org) is the digital library for all IMO documents. Anyone can register for a 
account to access publicly released documents. To gain full access, a delegation administrator must 
create the account for you, or it will be done automatically when you are registered for an upcoming 
IMO meeting. 
 
 
Meeting Documents 
Meeting documents guide the discussion during meetings of IMO bodies. All Member States, NGOs with 
Consultative Status, and IGOs with Agreements of Cooperation may submit meeting documents ahead 
of an upcoming committee, sub-committee, or working group, and doing so adds that document to the 
agenda.  
 
The labeling convention for meeting documents begins with the abbreviated name of the body with the 
session number, followed by the agenda item number, followed by the order within that agenda item, 
all separated by a slash (often referred to as a “stroke.”) 
 
Two other common symbols are used in the labeling 
convention. Rev refers to a revision of a previous 
document, and it is placed after the agenda item 
number. INF refers to a document that contains 
contextual or other information relating to an agenda 
item. The INF identifier replaces the agenda item 
number in the label, though it is still tied to the agenda 
item and is marked on the cover page of the 
document. INF documents are not discussed as part of 
the agenda, but can be referenced during the 
discussion of other documents. 
 
Below are examples of meeting documents for MEPC 
74. 
 

 MEPC 74/1 – PROVISION AGENDA for the 
seventy-fourth session of the Marine 
Environment Protection Committee: This 
document has been superseded by MEPC 
74/1/Rev.1 – Secretariat 

 MEPC 74/1/Rev.1 – PROVISION AGENDA for 
the seventy-fourth session of the Marine 
Environment Protection Committee – 
Secretariat 

Figure 10. Cover page of a meeting document 
following the standard template. 

https://docs.imo.org/
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 MEPC 74/2 – DECISIONS OF OTHER BODIES: Outcome of LC 40/LP 13 – Secretariat 

 MEPC 74/3 – CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO MANDATORY 
INSTRUMENTS: Draft amendments to MARPOL Annexes I, II and V – Secretariat 

 MEPC 74/3/1 – CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO MANDATORY 
INSTRUMENTS: Draft amendments to MARPOL Annexes II – Secretariat 

 MEPC 74/3/2 – CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO MANDATORY 
INSTRUMENTS: Draft amendments to MARPOL Annexes VI – Secretariat 

 MEPC 74/INF.6 – HARMFUL AQUATIC ORGANISMS IN BALLAST WATER: Information on the type 
approval of the Envirocleanse inTankTM Electrochlorination Ballast Water Treatment System – 
Norway 

 

Submission Deadlines 
The deadline for submitting meeting documents depends on their size. Bulky documents contain more 
than six pages of text and are due 13 weeks before the session begins. Non-bulky documents, six pages 
or fewer, are due nine weeks before the session begins. Commenting documents comment on the 
previously submitted documents, contain four pages or fewer, and are due seven weeks before the 
session begins.  
 
Below are submission dates for select 2020 IMO meetings. 
 

Meeting Start Date Bulky  
13-week deadline 

Non-Bulky  
9-week deadline 

Commenting  
7-week deadline 

PPR 7 Feb 17, 2020 Nov 15, 2019 Dec 13, 2019 Dec 27, 2019 

MEPC 75 Mar 30, 2020 Dec 27, 2019 Jan 24, 2020 Feb 7, 2020 

MSC 102 May 13, 2020 Feb 11, 2020 Mar 10, 2020 Mar 24, 2020 

MEPC 76 Oct 19, 2020 Jul 24, 2020 Aug 21, 2020 Sep 4, 2020 

MSC 103 Nov 16, 2020 Aug 21, 2020 Sep 18, 2020 Oct 2, 2020 

 
Writing a Meeting Document 
It is beyond the scope of this guide to detail everything one needs to know about writing a meeting 
document. If you are drafting a meeting document for your delegation, it is likely others on your 
delegation or other colleagues will also have written one before and they will be your best resource. 
 
Additionally, several resources for learning how to draft a meeting document are available within 
IMODOCS. Directly on the homepage (see Figure 11 on following page), under “Hot Topics,” you will find 
the new template for cover pages, guidance on how to write the summary section, and the style guide. 
The latter is helpful to learn how to properly abbreviate and capitalize IMO terms, display numbers and 
dates in text, and check the spellings of common words and phrases.  
 
A few important style notes: IMO prefers British spellings to American English and hyphenates some 
words that do not commonly use hyphens, such as “sub-committee” versus the more common 
“subcommittee.” It is beneficial to scan the style guide when proofing a document or writing other 
official IMO materials (such as a biennium report). Additionally, it is incorrect to write “the IMO.” When 
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using the IMO acronym no article is used, as demonstrated in this guide. The exception is when using it 
as an adjective, such as “the IMO sub-committee meets next week.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Other Documents 
Note Verbales (NV) are administrative type documents. Their use includes, but is not limited to, official 
invitations to Assembly and Council meetings, corrections to other documents, and announcing new 
Members. The Secretary-General or the Secretariat only issue these documents. 
 
To simplify document labels and reflect the move to a digital filing system, the prefix codes were 
removed in 2017. Pre-2017 NVs will have a prefix code related to the subject matter of the document. 
For example, A2/A/1.04 (NV.__) refers to notices of yearly assessments of IMO by the Secretary-
General.  
 
All new NVs are numbered consecutively following “NV.001 – Invitation to the 118th session of the 
Council,” published March of 2017.  
 
Other recent Note Verbales include: 

 NV.011 – Acceptance of the Republic of Armenia and the Republic of Nauru 

 NV.010 – Correction of errors for MSC.417(97) 

 NV.003 – Invitation to the thirteenth session of the Assembly 
 
Circular Letters cover a broader range of administrative and press release type announcements. Their 
use includes, but is not limited to, invitation to sub-committee meetings, job vacancies, seminar 
announcements, communications from a Member States to the organization sent to the Secretariat for 

Figure 11. Screenshot of IMODOCS homepage, highlighting resources for learning how to write meeting documents. 



Pacific Environment’s Guide to IMO 24 

24 
 

appropriate distribution, and award recipients and nominations. They are consecutively numbered 
documents.  
 
Some recent Circular Letters include: 

 Circular Letter No. 3938 – Vacancy announcement: V.N. 19–02: Senior Financial Officer (P.4) 
Financial Services Division 

 Circular Letter No. 3918 – Sixth session of the Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes and 
Containers (9 to 13 September 2019) 

 Circular Letter No. 3924 – Communication from the Government of the State of Libya13 
 
Circulars are documents describing actions on conventions, protocols, and other IMO instruments or 
containing reports and analysis on issues relevant to a particular IMO entity. They typically originate 
from the Secretary-General or the Secretariat.  
 
The labeling for Circulars contains two parts. The first is an acronym of usually three letters that refers to 
the associated instrument, committee, sub-committee, or working group, followed by a number that 
refers to a specific topic within that instrument or committee. The second part is the consecutive 
circular number within the category that the first part signifies.  
 
There are over 50 lettered symbols that are used to file Circulars, with multiple sub-codings for each. It 
is beyond the scope of this guide to cover them all, but to better understand the labeling convention, 
below are examples of categories of MSC circular letters.   
 

 MSC.1/Circ. 1598 – GUIDELINES ON FATIGUE 

 MSC.1 refers to circulars relating to general information disseminated by the Maritime 
Safety Committee (MSC) 

 MSC.2/Circ.36 – IMPLEMENTATION OF CODES AND RECOMMENDATIONS APPROVED BY THE 
ASSEMBLY: International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code (IMDG Code) and its Annex and 
Supplements 

 MSC.2 relates to the Implementation of Codes and Recommendations falling under the 
MSC and adopted by the Assembly. 

 MSC.3/Circ.21 – UNSAFE PRACTICES ASSOCIATED WITH THE TRAFFICKING OR TRANSPORT OF 
MIGRANTS BY SEA: Annual Statistics for 2011 

 MSC.3 relates to migration matters.  

                                                           
13 Describes a hijacking of a Libyan flagged vessel and a request to bring the case to the attention “of all concerned 
parties” including those of IMO. 
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IMO Member States 
 
Membership at IMO is open to all States and is gained once a State becomes a Party to the United 
Nations Convention on the International Maritime Organization. The division of national government 
responsible for regulating transport or maritime affairs, such as Transport Canada or the Danish 
Maritime Authority, often leads a Member State’s delegation.  
 
A delegation may also include other relevant government officials, industry representatives, scientists, 
and stakeholders. For example, the United States’ delegation had 19 people registered for MEPC 74. In 
addition to the U.S. Coast Guard (which leads the delegation), other representation included the 
Department of State, Environmental Protection Agency, National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration, 
American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers, and the International Council on Clean Transportation.  
 
As of January 2020, there are 174 Member States and 3 Associate Members. They are listed below 
alongside their year of membership. A map of Member States follows the list on page 27.  
 
For the most current list of Member States, visit:  
http://www.imo.org/en/about/membership/pages/memberstates.aspx  
 
 
Albania 1993 
Algeria 1963 
Angola 1977 
Antigua and Barbuda  1986 
Argentina  1953 
Armenia  2018 
Australia  1952 
Austria  1975 
Azerbaijan  1995 
Bahamas  1976 
Bahrain  1976 
Bangladesh 1976 
Barbados 1970 
Belarus (Republic of) 2016 
Belgium 1951 
Belize 1990 
Benin 1980 
Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 1987 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1993 
Brazil 1963 
Brunei Darussalam 1984 
Bulgaria 1960 
Cabo Verde 1976 
Cambodia 1961 
Cameroon 1961 
Canada 1948 
Chile 1972 
China 1973 
Colombia 1974 
Comoros 2001 

Congo 1975 
Cook Islands 2008 
Costa Rica 1981 
Côte d'Ivoire 1960 
Croatia 1992 
Cuba 1966 
Cyprus 1973 
Czechia 1993 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea 1986 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 1973 
Denmark 1959 
Djibouti 1979 
Dominica 1979 
Dominican Republic 1953 
Ecuador 1956 
Egypt 1958 
El Salvador 1981 
Equatorial Guinea 1972 
Eritrea 1993 
Estonia 1992 
Ethiopia 1975 
Fiji 1983 
Finland 1959 
France 1952 
Gabon 1976 
Gambia 1979 
Georgia 1993 
Germany 1959 
Ghana 1959 
Greece 1958 

http://www.imo.org/en/about/membership/pages/memberstates.aspx
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Grenada 1998 
Guatemala 1983 
Guinea 1975 
Guinea-Bissau 1977 
Guyana 1980 
Haiti 1953 
Honduras 1954 
Hungary 1970 
Iceland 1960 
India 1959 
Indonesia 1961 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 1958 
Iraq 1973 
Ireland 1951 
Israel 1952 
Italy 1957 
Jamaica 1976 
Japan 1958 
Jordan 1973 
Kazakhstan 1994 
Kenya 1973 
Kiribati 2003 
Kuwait 1960 
Latvia 1993 
Lebanon 1966 
Liberia 1959 
Libya 1970 
Lithuania 1995 
Luxembourg 1991 
Madagascar 1961 
Malawi 1989 
Malaysia 1971 
Maldives 1967 
Malta 1966 
Marshall Islands 1998 
Mauritania 1961 
Mauritius 1978 
Mexico 1954 
Monaco 1989 
Mongolia 1996 
Montenegro 2006 
Morocco 1962 
Mozambique 1979 
Myanmar 1951 
Namibia 1994 
Nauru 2018 
Nepal 1979 
Netherlands 1949 
New Zealand 1960 
Nicaragua 1982 
Nigeria 1962 
North Macedonia 1993 
Norway 1958 

Oman 1974 
Pakistan 1958  
Palau 2011 
Panama 1958 
Papua New Guinea 1976 
Paraguay 1993 
Peru 1968 
Philippines 1964 
Poland 1960 
Portugal 1976 
Qatar 1977 
Republic of Korea 1962 
Republic of Moldova 2001 
Romania 1965 
Russian Federation 1958 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 2001 
Saint Lucia 1980 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 1981 
Samoa 1996 
San Marino 2002 
Sao Tome and Principe 1990 
Saudi Arabia 1969 
Senegal 1960 
Serbia 2000 
Seychelles 1978 
Sierra Leone 1973 
Singapore 1966 
Slovakia 1993 
Slovenia 1993 
Solomon Islands 1988 
Somalia 1978 
South Africa 1995 
Spain 1962 
Sri Lanka 1972 
Sudan 1974 
Suriname 1976 
Sweden 1959 
Switzerland 1955 
Syrian Arab Republic 1963 
Thailand 1973 
Timor-Leste 2005 
Togo 1983 
Tonga 2000 
Trinidad and Tobago 1965 
Tunisia 1963 
Turkey 1958 
Turkmenistan 1993 
Tuvalu 2004 
Uganda 2009 
Ukraine 1994 
United Arab Emirates 1980 
United Kingdom of Great Britain  
     and Northern Ireland 1949 
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United Republic of Tanzania 1974 
United States of America 1950 
Uruguay 1968 
Vanuatu 1986 
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 1975 
Viet Nam 1984 
Yemen 1979 
Zambia 2014 
Zimbabwe 2005 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Associate Members 

Faroes 2002 
Hong Kong, China 1967 
Macao, China 1990 

Figure 12.  Blue represents Member States. Orange represents non-Member States. 
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NGOs with Consultative Status at IMO 
 
Non-governmental organizations whose activities are relevant to IMO may be granted consultative 
status. This status allows them to receive session agendas, submit documents, attend and participate in 
committee meetings and working groups, and sponsor side-events and receptions. They have many of 
the same privileges as Member States, with one key exception—they cannot vote on resolutions and 
amendments (though they can give their opinions). 
 
IMO will only approve consultative status if an NGO can show they are able to make a substantial 
contribution to IMO’s work. Some of the factors considered in the decision include whether the 
purposes of the NGO are directly related to IMO and whether the NGO has considerable expertise 
within its field. The NGO must also prove they are truly an international organization.  
 
The Council reviews and approves NGOs and will withdraw status if an NGO has not participated in 
meetings or made a substantial contribution within a two-year period.  
 
Currently, 80 international NGOs have consultative status at IMO. Most NGOs are referred to by their 
acronyms in meeting documents and on their placards in the main hall. 
 
For the most current list, visit:  
http://www.imo.org/en/About/membership/pages/ngosinconsultativestatus.aspx  
 
For the complete report of rules and guidelines for NGOs at IMO, visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Membership/Documents/RULES%20AND%20GUIDELINES%20FOR%20CONSULTATIVE%20STAT
US%20-%20December%202019.pdf 
 
 
ACOPS – Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea ................................................................... www.acops.org.uk  

ASEF – Active Shipbuilding Experts' Federation .............................................................................. www.asef2015.com  

BIC – Bureau International des Containers et du Transport Intermodal ........................................... www.bic-code.org   

BIMCO – Baltic International Maritime Council .................................................................................... www.bimco.org  

CEFIC – European Chemical Industry Council ...........................................................................................www.cefic.org    

CESA – Community of European Shipyards’ Associations ......................................................................... www.cesa.eu   

CIRM – Comité International Radio-Maritime .......................................................................................... www.cirm.org  

CLIA – Cruise Lines International Association ......................................................................................www.cruising.org  

CMI – Comité Maritime International ................................................................................... www.comitemaritime.org  

CSC – Clean Shipping Coalition .................................................................................................. www.cleanshipping.org    

DGAC – Dangerous Goods Advisory Council ............................................................................................ www.dgac.org  

EUROMOT – European Assoc. of Internal Combustion Engine Manufacturers.................................. www.euromot.eu  

FOEI – Friends of the Earth International .................................................................................................. www.foei.org    

FONASBA – Federation of National Assoc. of Ship Brokers and Agents ............................................ www.fonasba.com  

GlobalMET – Global Maritime Education and Training Association ................................................ www.globalmet.org  

http://www.imo.org/en/About/membership/pages/ngosinconsultativestatus.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Membership/Documents/RULES%20AND%20GUIDELINES%20FOR%20CONSULTATIVE%20STATUS%20-%20December%202019.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Membership/Documents/RULES%20AND%20GUIDELINES%20FOR%20CONSULTATIVE%20STATUS%20-%20December%202019.pdf
http://www.acops.org.uk/
http://www.asef2015.com/
http://www.bic-code.org/
http://www.bimco.org/
http://www.cefic.org/
http://www.cesa.eu/
http://www.cirm.org/
http://www.cruising.org/
http://www.comitemaritime.org/
http://www.cleanshipping.org/
http://www.dgac.org/
http://www.euromot.eu/
http://www.foei.org/
http://www.fonasba.com/
http://www.globalmet.org/
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Greenpeace International............................................................................................................. www.greenpeace.org  

IACS – International Association of Classification Societies ................................................................. www.iacs.org.uk  

IADC – International Association of Drilling Contractors .......................................................................... www.iadc.org  

IAIN – International Association of Institutes of Navigation ................................................................. www.iainav.org  

IALA – International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation & Lighthouse Authorities ................ www.iala-aism.org  

IAMU – International Association of Maritime Universities ............................................................. www.iamu-edu.org  

IAPH – International Association of Ports and Harbors .......................................................... www.iaphworldports.org  

IBIA – International Bunker Industry Association ...................................................................................... www.ibia.net  

IBTA – International Bulk Terminals Association .................................................................. www.drybulkterminals.org   

ICC – International Chamber of Commerce .......................................................................................... www.iccwbo.org  

ICHCA – International Cargo Handling Coordination Association ......................................................... www.ichca.com  

ICMA – International Christian Maritime Association ............................................................................... www.icma.as 

ICOMIA – International Council of Marine Industry Associations ....................................................... www.icomia.com  

ICS – International Chamber of Shipping ...................................................................................... www.ics-shipping.org  

IEC – International Electrotechnical Commission ......................................................................................... www.iec.ch  

IFAW – International Fund for Animal Welfare ........................................................................................ www.ifaw.org  

IFSMA – International Federation of Shipmasters' Associations ............................................................ www.ifsma.org  

IHMA – International Harbour Masters’ Association .............................................................. www.harbourmaster.org  

IICL – Institute of International Container Lessors ......................................................................................www.iicl.org 

IIDM – Iberoamerican Institute of Maritime Law ......................................................................... www.iidmaritimo.org 

IIMA – International Iron Metallics Association Ltd. .................................................................... www.metallics.org.uk  

ILAMA – International Life-saving Appliance Manufacturers' Association ............................................. www.ilama.org  

IMarEST – Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology ................................................. www.imarest.org  

IMCA – International Marine Contractors Association ..................................................................... www.imca-int.com  

IMHA – International Maritime Health Association ................................................................................ www.imha.net  

IMLA – International Maritime Lecturers Association ................................................................................ www.imla.co  

IMPA – International Maritime Pilots' Association .............................................................................. www.impahq.org  

IMRF – International Maritime Rescue Federation ........................................ www.international-maritime-rescue.org 

INTERCARGO – International Association of Dry Cargo Shipowners .............................................. www.intercargo.org  

INTERFERRY .................................................................................................................................... www.interferry.com  

InterManager – International Ship Managers’ Association ....................................................... www.intermanager.org  

INTERPORTPOLICE – International Association of Airport and Seaport Police ........................ www.interportpolice.org  

INTERTANKO – International Association of Independent Tanker Owners ...................................www.intertanko.com  

IOGP – International Association of Oil & Gas Producers......................................................................... www.iogp.org  

IOI – International Ocean Institute ......................................................................................................... www.ioinst.org  

http://www.greenpeace.org/
http://www.iacs.org.uk/
http://www.iadc.org/
http://www.iainav.org/
http://www.iala-aism.org/
http://www.iamu-edu.org/
http://www.iaphworldports.org/
http://www.ibia.net/
http://www.drybulkterminals.org/
http://www.iccwbo.org/
http://www.ichca.com/
http://www.icma.as/
http://www.icomia.com/
http://www.ics-shipping.org/
http://www.iec.ch/
http://www.ifaw.org/
http://www.ifsma.org/
http://www.harbourmaster.org/
http://www.iicl.org/
http://www.iidmaritimo.org/
http://www.metallics.org.uk/
http://www.ilama.org/
http://www.imarest.org/
http://www.imca-int.com/
http://www.imha.net/
http://www.imla.co/
http://www.impahq.org/
http://www.international-maritime-rescue.org/
http://www.intercargo.org/
http://www.interferry.com/
http://www.intermanager.org/
http://www.interportpolice.org/
http://www.intertanko.com/
http://www.iogp.org/
http://www.ioinst.org/
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IPCSA – International Port Community Systems Association .................................................. www.ipcsa.international  

IPIECA – International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation Association. ..........................www.ipieca.org  

IPPIC – International Paint and Printing Ink Council ................................................................................ www.ippic.org 

IPTA – International Parcel Tankers Association .................................................................................. www.ipta.org.uk  

ISCO – International Spill Control Organization ............................................................................. www.spillcontrol.org  

ISO – International Organization for Standardization ................................................................................ www.iso.org  

ISSA – International Ship Suppliers & Services Association ............................................................ www.shipsupply.org  

ISU – International Salvage Union ......................................................................................... www.marine-salvage.com  

ITF – International Transport Workers’ Federation ............................................................................ www.itfglobal.org  

ITOPF – International Tanker Owners Pollution Federation Ltd. ............................................................ www.itopf.com 

ITTC – International Towing Tank Conference .......................................................................................... www.ittc.info 

IUCN – International Union for Conservation of Nature .......................................................................... www.iucn.org  

IUMI – International Union of Marine Insurance ................................................................................... www.iumi.com  

IVODGA – International Vessel Operators Dangerous Goods Association, Inc. .................................. www.ivodga.com  

IWMA – International Water Mist Association ....................................................................................... www.iwma.net  

NACE – NACE International14 ................................................................................................................... www.nace.org  

NI – Nautical Institute ......................................................................................................................... www.nautinst.org  

OCIMF – Oil Companies International Marine Forum .......................................................................... www.ocimf.com  

P&I Clubs – International Group of Protection and Indemnity Associations ...................................... www.igpandi.org 

Pacific Environment .......................................................................................................... www.pacificenvironment.org  

Pew – Pew Charitable Trusts ........................................................................................................... www.pewtrusts.org  

RINA – Royal Institution of Naval Architects ........................................................................................ www.rina.org.uk  

SGMF – Society for Gas as a Marine Fuel Ltd. ........................................................................................ www.sgmf.info 

SIGTTO – Society of International Gas Tanker and Terminal Operators Ltd. ......................................... www.sigtto.org  

SYBAss – Superyacht Builders Association ............................................................................................ www.sybass.org  

WISTA International – Women's International Shipping and Trading Association Limited .................... www.wista.net 

WNTI – World Nuclear Transport Institute ........................................................................................... www.wnti.co.uk 

World Sailing Ltd. ................................................................................................................................... www.sailing.org  

WSC – World Shipping Council ................................................................................................. www.worldshipping.org  

WWF – World Wide Fund for Nature ......................................................................................................wwf.panda.org 

  

                                                           
14 Founded as the National Association of Corrosion Engineers. Now an international organization, it simply goes by 
NACE or NACE International. 

http://www.ipcsa.international/
http://www.ipieca.org/
http://www.ippic.org/
http://www.ipta.org.uk/
http://www.spillcontrol.org/
http://www.iso.org/
http://www.shipsupply.org/
http://www.marine-salvage.com/
http://www.itfglobal.org/
http://www.itopf.com/
http://www.ittc.info/
http://www.iucn.org/
http://www.iumi.com/
http://www.ivodga.com/
http://www.iwma.net/
http://www.nace.org/
http://www.nautinst.org/
http://www.ocimf.com/
http://www.igpandi.org/
http://www.pacificenvironment.org/
http://www.pewtrusts.org/
http://www.rina.org.uk/
http://www.sgmf.info/
http://www.sigtto.org/
http://www.sybass.org/
http://www.wista.net/
http://www.wnti.co.uk/
http://www.sailing.org/
http://www.worldshipping.org/
http://wwf.panda.org/
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IGOs with Agreements of Cooperation with IMO 
 
An intergovernmental association (IGO) is an organization that consists primarily of sovereign states 
(such as the League of Arab States). Unlike the consultative status given to NGOs, IGOs enter into 
“Agreements of Cooperation” with IMO. The content of these agreements varies from organization to 
organization depending on the nature of the work. IGOs provide advice in its field at the request of IMO, 
consult with IMO on matters of common interest, and are invited to send representatives to observe 
meetings or conferences. 
 
IGOs (like NGOs) can submit meeting documents and speak during meetings (known as an 
“intervention”) but cannot vote. 
 
Currently, 63 IGOs have signed Agreements of Cooperation with IMO. Most IGOs are referred to by their 
acronyms in meeting documents and on their placards in the main hall. 
 
For the most current list, visit:  
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Membership/Pages/IGOsWithObserverStatus.aspx  
 
For example Agreements of Cooperation, visit: 
https://www.isa.org.jm/files/documents/EN/Regs/IMO.pdf  
 
 
AALCO – Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization ..........................................................................www.aalco.int  

Abuja MoU – West and Central Africa MoU on Port State Control ................................................. www.abujamou.org  

ACCOBAMS  – Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous 
Atlantic Area ................................................................................................................................ www.accobams.org  

ACS – Association of Caribbean States ................................................................................................ www.acs-aec.org  

Acuerdo de Viña del Mar – Latin American Agreement of Viña del Mar .............................. www.acuerdolatino.int.ar  

AFOS – Arab Federation of Shipping......................................................................................... www.afos-shipping.com  

ALADI – Latin American Integration Association ..................................................................................... www.aladi.org  

AU – African Union ....................................................................................................................................... www.au.int  

BS MoU – MoU on Port State Control in the Black Sea Region ............................................................ www.bsmou.org  

BSC – Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution ...................... www.blacksea-commission.org  

CARICOM – Caribbean Community .................................................................................................... www.caricom.org  

CD – Danube Commission ................................................................................................ www.danubecommission.org  

CEPT – European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations ......................... www.cept.org/ecc 

CMoU – Caribbean Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control ........................... www.caribbeanmou.org  

COCATRAM – Central American Commission on Maritime Transport ......................................... www.cocatram.org.ni  

Commonwealth Secretariat .............................................................................................. www.thecommonwealth.org  

COSPAS-SARSAT – International COSPAS-SARSAT Program Agreement .................................... www.cospas-sarsat.int  

Council of Europe ....................................................................................................................................... www.coe.int  

http://www.imo.org/en/About/Membership/Pages/IGOsWithObserverStatus.aspx
https://www.isa.org.jm/files/documents/EN/Regs/IMO.pdf
http://www.aalco.int/
http://www.abujamou.org/
http://www.accobams.org/
http://www.acs-aec.org/
http://www.acuerdolatino.int.ar/
http://www.afos-shipping.com/
http://www.aladi.org/
http://www.au.int/
http://www.bsmou.org/
http://www.blacksea-commission.org/
http://www.caricom.org/
http://www.danubecommission.org/
http://www.cept.org/ecc
http://www.caribbeanmou.org/
http://www.cocatram.org.ni/
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/
http://www.cospas-sarsat.int/
http://www.coe.int/
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CPPS – Permanent Commission for the South Pacific ........................................................................ www.cpps-int.org  

CTO – Commonwealth Telecommunications Organization ......................................................................... www.cto.int  

EC – European Commission .............................................................................................................. www.ec.europa.eu  

ESA – European Space Agency .................................................................................................................... www.esa.int  

FIT – International Transport Forum ................................................................. www.internationaltransportforum.org  

HELCOM – Helsinki Commission - Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission ........................ www.helcom.fi  

ICES – International Council for the Exploration of the Sea ....................................................................... www.ices.dk  

ICRC – International Committee of the Red Cross .................................................................................... www.icrc.org  

IHO – International Hydrographic Organization .......................................................................................... www.iho.int  

IMSO – International Mobile Satellite Organization ............................................................................... www.imso.org  

INTERPOL – International Criminal Police Organization ...................................................................... www.interpol.int  

IOC – Indian Ocean Commission .............................................................................. www.commissionoceanindien.org  

IOM – International Organization for Migration ........................................................................................ www.iom.int  

IOMoU – Indian Ocean Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control .................................. www.iomou.org  

IOPC 1992 FUND – International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund, 1992 ..................................... www.iopcfunds.org  

IOPC Supplementary Fund – Int’l Oil Pollution Compensation Supplementary Fund ..................... www.iopcfunds.org  

ISA – International Seabed Authority .....................................................................................................www.isa.org.jm  

ISCOS – Intergovernmental Standing Committee on Shipping.......................................... www.iscosafricashipping.org  

ITSO – International Telecommunications Satellite Organization .............................................................. www.itso.int  

IWC – International Whaling Commission ................................................................................................... www.iwc.int  

LAS – League of Arab States .............................................................................................................. www.lasportal.org  

MAIIF – Marine Accident Investigators’ International Forum ................................................................. www.maiif.org  

Med MoU – Mediterranean Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control ..................... www.medmou.org  

MOWCA – Maritime Organization of West and Central Africa ............................................................ www.omaoc.org    

NEAFC – North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission ............................................................................... www.neafc.org  

OAPEC – Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries ....................................................... www.oapecorg.org  

OAS – Organization of American States .................................................................................................... www.oas.org  

OECD – Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development ..................................................... www.oecd.org  

OSPAR Commission – OSPAR Commission for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North‑East 
Atlantic ................................................................................................................................................ www.ospar.org  

OTIF – Intergovernmental Organization for International Carriage by Rail .............................................. www.otif.org  

Paris MoU – Paris Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control ..................................... www.parismou.org  

PERSGA – Regional Organization for the Conservation of the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of 
Aden .................................................................................................................................................. www.persga.org  

PMAESA – Port Management Association of Eastern and Southern Africa ....................................... www.pmaesa.org   

http://www.cpps-int.org/
http://www.cto.int/
http://www.ec.europa.eu/
http://www.esa.int/
http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/
http://www.helcom.fi/
http://www.ices.dk/
http://www.icrc.org/
http://www.iho.int/
http://www.imso.org/
http://www.interpol.int/
http://www.commissionoceanindien.org/
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.iomou.org/
http://www.iopcfunds.org/
http://www.iopcfunds.org/
http://www.isa.org.jm/
http://www.iscosafricashipping.org/
http://www.itso.int/
http://www.iwc.int/
http://www.lasportal.org/
http://www.maiif.org/
http://www.medmou.org/
http://www.omaoc.org/
http://www.neafc.org/
http://www.oapecorg.org/
http://www.oas.org/
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.ospar.org/
http://www.otif.org/
http://www.parismou.org/
http://www.persga.org/
http://www.pmaesa.org/
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PMAWCA – Port Management Association of West and Central Africa .......................... www.en.agpaoc-pmawca.org  

ReCAAP-ISC – Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia 
Information Sharing Centre .............................................................................................................. www.recaap.org  

Riyadh MoU – Riyadh Memorandum of Understanding on Port State Control ............................ www.riyadhmou.org  

ROPME – Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment ................................ www.ropme.org  

SACEP – South Asia Co‑operative Environment Program ...................................................................... www.sacep.org  

SPC – Pacific Community ............................................................................................................................. www.spc.int  

SPREP – Pacific Regional Environment Program .................................................................................... www.sprep.org  

SRFC – Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission .......................................................................................... www.spcsrp.org  

Tokyo MoU – MoU on Port State Control in the Asia-Pacific Region ............................................ www.tokyo-mou.org  

UNIDROIT – International Institute for the Unification of Private Law .............................................. www.unidroit.org  

UNTWO World Tourism Organization ................................................................................................... www.unwto.org  

WCO (CCC) – World Customs Organization (Official name: Customs Cooperation Council) ............ www.wcoomd.org  

http://www.en.agpaoc-pmawca.org/
http://www.recaap.org/
http://www.riyadhmou.org/
http://www.ropme.org/
http://www.sacep.org/
http://www.spc.int/
http://www.sprep.org/
http://www.spcsrp.org/
http://www.tokyo-mou.org/
http://www.unidroit.org/
http://www.unwto.org/
http://www.wcoomd.org/
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2020 IMO Calendar 
 
The following is a list of selected 2020 meetings and events associated with IMO. All meetings listed will 
take place at IMO headquarters in London.  
 
To find a comprehensive list of IMO meetings and events, visit: 
http://www.imo.org/EN/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/Default.aspx 
 
 
Jan 15–24 Sub-Cmte on Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue (NCSR) – 7th session 

Feb 3–7 Sub-Committee on Ship Design and Construction (SDC) – 7th session 

Feb 17–21 Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR) – 7th session 

Mar 2–6 Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment (SSE) – 7th session 

Mar 23–27 7th Intersessional Working Group on Reduction of GHG Emissions from Ships 

Mar 30–Apr 3 Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) – 75th session 

May 13–22 Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) – 102nd session 

Jun 25 Day of the Seafarer 

Jun 29–Jul 3 Council – 124th session 

Sep 14–18 Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes and Containers (CCC) – 7th session 

Sep 24 World Maritime Day 

Oct 19–23 Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) – 76th session 

Nov 16–20 Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) – 103rd session 

Dec 7–11 Council – 125th session 

  

http://www.imo.org/EN/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/Default.aspx
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Glossary 
 
Below is a list of terms and acronyms commonly used at IMO. Unless the link is a URL, all links will bring 
you to another chapter of this guide that will provide more information, such as IMO Committees and 
Sub-Committees. Whenever a term has a commonly associated acronym, the acronym is used (e.g., 
exclusive economic zone is entered under EEZ).  
 
Because terms are alphabetized by their associated acronyms, please consider all entries with the first 
letter of the term you are looking for or use a search function. In addition, if an acronym may refer to an 
NGO or IGO, see those chapters for more information.  
 
 
AIS – Automatic Identification Systems; designed to be capable of providing information about the ship 

to other ships and to coastal authorities automatically. 

Assembly – Highest governing body of IMO, consisting of all Member States; meets once every two 
years in regular sessions; responsible for approving work program, voting on budget, and determining 
financial arrangements; see How IMO Operates. 

ATBA – Area to be Avoided; an area within defined limits that should be avoided by all ships or certain 
classes of ships, in which navigation is particularly hazardous or in which it is exceptionally important 
to avoid casualties; also used to protect environmentally sensitive areas.  

Ballast water – Fresh or salt water held in tanks to increase the stability and balance of a ship; taken or 
discharged when cargo is loaded or unloaded; if not discharged properly, can introduce invasive 
species. 

Blackwater – Commonly called sewage; one of many types of ship discharge; contributes to marine 
pollution, ocean oxygen depletion, and human health hazards; see entry for graywater. 

Black carbon – The product of incomplete combustion of carbon-based fuels and a contributor to 
climate change.   

CCC – Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes and Containers; see entry in IMO Committees and Sub-
Committees. 

CMP – Country Maritime Profile; result of the Secretary-General's initiative on the review and reform of 
technical cooperation; data collection used to identify the real technical cooperation needs of 
developing countries. 

CO2 – Carbon dioxide; comes from complete oxidation of the carbon in the fuel; shipping industry is one 
of its greatest single sources; major greenhouse gas and contributor to climate change. 

Committees – Responsible for the development, review, updating, and approval of the organization’s 
guidelines and regulations; report to Council and Assembly; currently five: Facilitation Committee 
(FAL), Legal Committee (LEG), Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), Maritime Safety 
Committee (MSC), and Technical Cooperation Committee (TC); see entry for Sub-Committees; see IMO 
Committees and Sub-Committees. 

Council – Executive organ of IMO; members elected by the assembly for two-year terms beginning after 
each regular session of the Assembly; responsible for supervising the work of IMO; see How IMO 
Operates. 
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Day of the Seafarer – official UN international observance day to celebrate the contribution of seafarers; 
social media campaign aimed at increasing general awareness of seafarers and their contribution to 
society; takes place every year on June 25.   

DOALOS – United Nations Division of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea; monitors developments in all 
relevant areas in order to report annually to the UN General Assembly on matters relating to the law 
of the sea and ocean affairs.  

DSC – Sub-Committee on Dangerous Goods, Solid Cargoes and Containers; now known as the Sub-
Committee on Carriage of Cargoes and Containers (CCC); see entry for CCC in IMO Committees and 
Sub-Committees. 

ECDIS – Electronic Chart Display and Information Systems; geographic information system used for 
nautical navigation that complies with IMO regulations; used as an alternative to paper charts; similar 
systems not meeting IMO regulations are referred to as Electronic Chart Systems (ECS). 

ECS – Electronic Chart Systems; see entry for ECDIS. 

EEDI – Energy Efficiency Design Index; requires minimum energy efficiency level per capacity mile for 
different ship type and size segments; level is tightened every five years to stimulate innovation and 
technical development; made mandatory for new ships at MEPC 62, July 2011; see entry for SEEMP.15 

EEZ – Exclusive Economic Zone; a sea zone prescribed by the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea that allows a State sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring, exploiting, conserving, and 
managing of natural resources of the seabed, subsoil, and overlying waters; stretches from mean low 
water mark out to 200 nautical miles (230 statute miles; 370 kilometers).  

ENC – Electronic Nautical Charts; official database created by a State’s national hydrographic office for 
use with ECDIS. 

FAL – Facilitation Committee; see entry in IMO Committees and Sub-Committees. 

FSI – Sub-Committee on Flag State Implementation; now known as the Sub-Committee on 
Implementation of IMP Instruments (III); see entry for III in IMO Committees and Sub-Committees. 

GESAMP – Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environment Protection; advises the UN 
system on scientific aspects of marine environmental protection; sponsored by nine UN agencies. 

GISIS – Global Integrated Shipping Information System; provides public access to selected data collected 
by the Secretariat. 

GMDSS – Global Maritime Distress and Safety System; an integrated communications system using 
satellite and terrestrial radio communications to ensure that no matter where a ship is in distress, aid 
can be dispatched. 

Graywater – Wastewater from ships that includes galley, bath, and shower water, as well as wastewater 
from lavatory sinks, laundry, water fountains, and floor drains; see entry for blackwater. 

Habitable environment – Ventilated environment on a vessel that will protect against hypothermia.  

HFO – Heavy Fuel Oil; generic term to describe fuels used to generate motion and/or fuels to generate 
heat that have a particularly high viscosity and density; defined in MARPOL as either by a density of 

                                                           
15 EEDI: for more information visit 
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/PollutionPrevention/AirPollution/Pages/Technical-and-
Operational-Measures.aspx  

http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/PollutionPrevention/AirPollution/Pages/Technical-and-Operational-Measures.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/PollutionPrevention/AirPollution/Pages/Technical-and-Operational-Measures.aspx
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greater than 900 kg/m³ at 15°C or a kinematic viscosity of more than 180 mm²/s at 50°C; residual fuel 
left over from the refinement process. 

HTW – Sub-committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping; see entry in IMO Committees 
and Sub-Committees. 

IACS – International Association of Classification Societies; NGO comprised of 12 member marine 
classification societies.  

IGO – Intergovernmental Organization; composed primarily of sovereign states or of other 
intergovernmental organizations; can enter into an “Agreement of Cooperation” with IMO; see IGOs 
with Agreements of Cooperation. 

III – Sub-committee on Implementation of IMO Instruments; see entry in IMO Committees and Sub-
Committees. 

ILO – International Labor Organization; specialized agency within UN that sets labor standards and 
develops policies and programs for the international workplace; developed code of practice on safety 
and health in shipping ports.  

IMCO – Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization; original name of IMO until 1982.  

IMLI – International Maritime Law Institute; established by IMO in 1988, in Malta, to help ensure that 
sufficient maritime law experts would be available to assist in the implementation and enforcement of 
international maritime law. 

IMODOCS – Official document repository of IMO; provides full text of documents and resolutions issued 
since the late 1990s by the principal organs and committees of the Organization; access can be 
granted via an individual’s delegation leader.16 

IMOTERM – Multilingual terminology database in the six official languages of IMO: Arabic, Chinese, 
English, French, Russian and Spanish.17 

IMSAS – IMO Member State Audit Scheme; mandatory audit of all Member States commenced from 1 
January 2016, with the aim of determining the extent to which Member States fulfill their obligations 
and responsibilities contained in a number of IMO treaty instruments. 

ISM – International Safety Management Code; adopted in 1994; provides international standards for the 
safe management and operation of ships at sea; purpose is to prevent pollution at sea and loss of 
marine life, ensure safety at sea, prevent human injury or loss of life, and to avoid damage to the 
environment and the ship.  

ITLOW – International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea; an independent judicial body established by the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea to solve disputes arising out of the interpretation and 
application of the convention. 

LEG – Legal Committee; deals with any legal matters within the scope of IMO; see entry in IMO 
Committees and Sub-Committees. 

Lo-lo ships – Lift-on/lift-off ships; vessels with on-board cranes to load and unload cargo.  

LRIT – Long-range Identification and Tracking; system that provides for the global identification and 
tracking of ships. 

                                                           
16 Website: https://docs.imo.org    
17 Website: http://imoterm.imo.org/  

https://docs.imo.org/
http://imoterm.imo.org/
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MARPOL - International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (acronym is actually short 
for “marine pollution”); the main international convention covering prevention of pollution of the 
marine environment by ships from operational or accidental causes; see entry in Key IMO 
Instruments. 

MASS – Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships; ships that operate in an unmanned mode. 

MEPC – Marine Environment Protection Committee; consists of all Member States; empowered to 
consider any matter within the scope of IMO concerned with prevention and control of pollution from 
ships; see entry in IMO Committees and Sub-Committees. 

MMPA – Marine Mammal Protection Act; legislation in the United States that prohibits, with certain 
exceptions such as use by Alaska Natives, the taking of marine mammals in U.S. waters and by U.S. 
citizens in international waters, as well as the importation of marine mammals and marine mammal 
products into the U.S.18 

MSC – Maritime Safety Committee; highest technical body of IMO; consists of all Member States; see 
entry in IMO Committees and Sub-Committees. 

NCSR – Sub-Committee on Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue; see entry in IMO 
Committees and Sub-Committees. 

NGO – Non-governmental organization; organizations independent of governments and international 
governmental organizations (though often funded by governments); can apply for consultative status 
at IMO; see NGOs with Consultative Status at IMO. 

NOx – Nitrogen oxides; formed when nitrogen reacts with oxygen under certain engine conditions 
including, but not limited to, improper air and fuel ration, low quality fuel, or high temperatures in the 
engine; can trigger serious respiratory problems, with low levels irritating the eyes, nose, throat, and 
lungs, and causing coughing, shortness of breath, fatigue, and nausea. 

PEMSEA – Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia; intergovernmental 
organization operating in East Asia to foster and sustain healthy and resilient oceans, coasts, 
communities and economies across the region. 

Plenary – The session of a committee meeting that all associated delegates are expected to attend, as 
opposed to the working groups or drafting groups under a committee or sub-committee.  

PM – Particulate matter; designation for a large variety of extremely small particles of organic and 
inorganic origin; can include carbon, metals, ash, soot, and acids; are a result of incomplete 
combustion, dirty fuel oil, and imperfect lubrication of the cylinders. 

PM10 – Particulate matter smaller than 10 micrometers. 

PM2.5 – Particulate matter smaller than 2.5 micrometers. 

PM1 – Particulate matter smaller than 1 micrometer. 

UFP – Ultra fine particles; particulate matter smaller than 0.1 micrometers. 

Polar Class – Ice class assigned to a ship based upon the IASC Unified Requirements. 

PC 1: Year round operation in all Polar waters. 

PC 2: Year round in moderate multi-year ice conditions. 

                                                           
18 For more information visit: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/mmpa/ 
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PC 3: Year-round operation in second-year ice, which may include multi-year ice inclusions. 

PC 4: Year-round operation in thick first-year ice, which may include old ice inclusions.  

PC 5: Year-round operation in medium first-year ice, which may include old ice inclusions.  

PC 6: Summer/autumn operation in medium first-year ice, which may include old ice inclusions. 

PC 7: Summer/autumn operation in thin first-year ice, which may include old ice inclusion.  

Polar Code - International Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters; entered into force on January 1, 
2017; supplements existing IMO instruments (such as SOLAS or MARPOL) in order to increase safe ship 
operation and environmental protection in Polar waters; see entry in Key IMO Instruments. 

PPR – Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response; see entry in IMO Committees and Sub-
Committees. 

PSSA – Particularly Sensitive Sea Area; an area that needs special protection through action by IMO 
because of its significance for recognized ecological or socio-economic or scientific reasons and which 
may be vulnerable to damage by international maritime activities; to date 17 PSSAs have been 
designated.19 

PWOM – Polar Water Operational Manual; required by the Polar Code; contains information concerning 
a ships operation in polar waters, including what its capabilities and limitations are, and specific 
procedures to be followed in the event that a ships capabilities or limitations are exceeded; see Polar 
Code > Part I-A Safety Measures > Chapter 2 – Polar Water Operational Manual (PWOM).  

REMPEC – Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Center for the Mediterranean Sea; assists the 
Mediterranean coastal States in ratifying, transposing, implementing and enforcing international 
maritime conventions related to the prevention of, preparedness for and response to marine pollution 
from ships. 

Ro-ro ships – Roll-on/roll-off ships; vessels designed to carry wheeled cargo that are driven on and off 
the ships on their own wheels.  

SAR – Search and Rescue; the search for and provision of aid to people who are in distress or imminent 
danger. 

SDC – Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment; see entry in IMO Committees and Sub-
Committees. 

SDGs – Sustainable Development Goals; 17 goals developed by the UN Sustainable Development 
Summit, all of which are connecting with IMO’s mandate, but 8 are deemed to be directly relevant.  

SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all. 

SDG 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.   

SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. 

SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all.  

SDG 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster 
innovation. 

                                                           
19 For more information visit: http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/PSSAs/Pages/Default.aspx  
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SDG 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. 

SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development. 

SDG 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for 
Sustainable Development. 

Secretariat – Consists of IMO Secretary-General and around 300 international personnel based at IMO 
headquarters in London.  

SEEMP – Ship Energy Efficiency Management Plan; operational measure that establishes a mechanism 
to improve the energy efficiency of a ship in a cost-effective manner; urges the ship owner and 
operator at each stage to consider new technologies and practices when seeking to optimize the 
performance of a ship; see entry for EEDI. 

SOLAS – International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea; international treaty which sets safety 
standards for the construction, equipment, and operation of merchant ships; created 1974, came into 
force 1980; as of March 2016, has 162 signatory countries; see entry in Key IMO Instruments. 

SOx – Sulphur oxides; can be emitted in the form of smoke by ships due to the presence of sulphur 
compounds in fuel; associated with reduced lung function, increase incidence of respiratory symptoms 
and diseases, irritation of the eyes, nose, and throat, and premature mortality. 

Special Areas – Defined by MARPOL as certain sea areas that for technical reasons relating to their 
oceanographical and ecological condition and to their sea traffic, the adoption of special mandatory 
methods for the prevention of sea pollution is required.20 

SSE – Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment; see entry in IMO Committees and Sub-
Committees. 

STW – Sub-Committee on Standards of Training and Watchkeeping; now known as the Sub-Committee 
on Human element, Training and Watchkeeping (HTW), see entry for HTW in IMO Committees and 
Sub-Committees. 

Sub-Committee – Smaller Member groups that assist MSC and MEPC in their work; open to all Member 
States; currently seven: Carriage of Cargoes and Containers (CCC), Human Element, Training and 
Watchkeeping (HTW), Implementation of IMO Instruments (III), Navigation, Radio-communication and 
Search & Rescue (NCSR), Pollution Prevention and Response PPR), Ship Design and Construction (SDC), 
Ship Systems and Equipment (SSE); see IMO Committees and Sub-Committees. 

TC – Technical Cooperation Committee; consists of all Member States; deals with any matter within the 
scope of IMO concerned with the implementation of technical cooperation projects for which IMO 
acts as the executing or cooperating agency and any other matters related to IMO’s activities in the 
technical cooperation field; see entry in IMO Committees and Sub-Committees. 

UFP – Ultra fine particles; particulate matter (PM) smaller 0.1 micrometers; see entry for PM. 

UNCTAD – United Nations Conference on Trade and Development; the principal organ of the United 
Nations General Assembly dealing with trade, investment, and development issues. 

                                                           
20 For more information visit: 
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/SpecialAreasUnderMARPOL/Pages/Default.aspx  
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VDR – Voyage Data Recorder; passenger ships and ships other than passenger ships of 3000 gross 
tonnage and upwards constructed on or after July 1, 2002 must carry VDRs to assist in accident 
investigations. 

WMU – World Maritime University; postgraduate maritime university in Malmö, Sweden; founded in 
1983 by IMO. 

World Maritime Day – Used to focus attention on the importance of shipping safety, maritime security 
and the marine environment and to emphasize a particular aspect of IMO's work; celebrated last week 
of September each year. 
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Measurement Conversions 
 
In IMO literature, you will encounter nautical miles and knots. Nautical miles are a measure of distance 
across sea and knots are a measurement of speed on water. One knot is equal to one nautical mile per 
hour, so the conversion between the two and miles/kilometers and MPH/KPH will be the same. Both are 
included in the table below with different increments for clarity and quick reference.  
 
 

Nautical Miles Miles Kilometers  Knots MPH KPH 
1 1.15 1.85  1 1.15 1.85 
2 2.30 3.70  2 2.30 3.70 
3 3.45 5.56  3 3.45 5.56 
4 4.60 7.41  4 4.60 7.41 
5 5.75 9.26  5 5.75 9.26 
6 6.90 11.11  6 6.90 11.11 
7 8.06 12.96  7 8.06 12.96 
8 9.21 14.82  8 9.21 14.82 
9 10.36 16.67  9 10.36 16.67 
10 11.51 18.52  10 11.51 18.52 
20 23.02 37.04  11 12.66 20.37 
30 34.52 55.56  12 13.81 22.22 
40 46.03 74.08  13 14.96 24.08 
50 57.54 92.60  14 16.11 25.93 
60 69.05 111.12  15 17.26 27.78 
70 80.56 129.64  16 18.41 29.63 
80 92.06 148.16  17 19.56 31.48 
90 103.57 166.68  18 20.71 33.34 
100 115.08 185.20  19 21.86 35.19 
150 172.62 277.80  20 23.02 37.04 
200 230.16 370.40  25 28.77 46.03 
250 287.69 463.00  30 24.52 55.56 
300 345.23 555.60  35 40.28 64.82 
400 460.31 740.80  40 46.03 74.08 
500 575.39 926.00  45 51.79 83.34 
1000 1150.80 1852.00  50 57.54 92.60 

 
 
 
For those not accustomed to the metric system, you will find Imperial to Metric conversions on the 
following page.  
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Metric to Imperial Conversions 

 
 

Meters Feet  Km Mile  °C °F  Grams Ounces 

1 3.28  1 0.6214  -50 -58  1 0.0353 
2 6.56  2 1.2427  -40 -40  2 0.0706 
3 9.84  3 1.8641  -30 -22  3 0.1058 
4 13.12  4 1.8641  -20 -4  4 0.1411 
5 16.40  5 3.1069  -10 14  5 0.1764 
6 19.69  6 3.7282  0 32  6 0.2116 
7 22.97  7 4.3496  10 50  7 0.2469 
8 26.25  8 4.9710  20 68  8 0.2822 
9 29.53  9 5.5923  30 86  9 0.3175 
10 32.81  10 6.2137  40 104  10 0.3527 
15 49.21  20 6.2137  50 122  20 0.7055 
20 65.62  30 18.6411  60 140  30 1.0580 
25 82.02  40 24.8548  70 158  40 1.4110 
30 98.43  50 31.0686  80 176  50 1.7640 
40 131.23  60 37.2823  90 194  60 2.1160 
50 164.04  70 43.4960  100 212  70 2.4690 
60 196.85  80 49.7097  110 230  80 2.8220 
70 229.66  90 55.9234  120 248  90 3.1750 
80 262.47  100 62.1371  130 266  100 3.5270 
90 295.28  200 124.274  140 284  150 5.2911 
100 328.08  300 186.411  150 302  200 7.0548 
150 492.13  400 248.548  160 320  250 8.8185 
200 656.17  500 310.686  170 338  300 10.5822 
250 820.21  1,000 621.371  180 356  350 12.3459 
300 984.25  2,000 1,242.7  190 374  400 14.1096 
400 1312.34  3,000 1,864.1  200 392  450 15.8733 
500 1640.42  4,000 2,485.4  250 482  500 17.637 
1,000 3280.84  5,000 3,106.8  300 572  600 21.1644 
   10,000 6,213.7  350 662  700 24.6918 
   20,000 12,427  400 752  800 28.2192 
   30,000 18,641  450 842  900 31.7466 
   40,000 24,854  500 932  1,000 35.274 
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