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Just 30 ships fitted with scrubbers
dumped the equivalent of 
14,000 Olympic swimming 
pools (35 billion litres) of 
washwater off the BC Coast 
in 2017.4

A scrubber-equipped ship burning 
heavy fuel oil emits 66% more 
particulate matter2 and 
3% more greenhouse gas3

than an equivalent ship burning 
low sulfur alternatives without 
a scrubber.

Scrubber washwater can 
be up to 125,000x more 
acidic than the surface 
of the ocean.†

Toxic and carcinogenic 
substances in scrubber 
washwater can accumulate 
in the marine food web — 
and can even end up on 
your plate.5

Allowing scrubbers means 
burning more heavy fuel oil, 
which is extremely hazardous 
when spilled.

RECOMMENDATION
WWF-Canada is calling for a ban 
on all scrubbers in Canadian waters.

Devices installed onboard ships to reduce sulfur oxide 
emissions, allowing ships to burn dirty, less-expensive 
fuels, like heavy fuel oil. Pollutants scrubbed from the 
engine exhaust gas are redirected into the ocean where 
they can potentially harm wildlife and people.
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More than 80% of scrubbers 
installed on ships are highly 
polluting “open-loop” systems 
that produce huge volumes 
of impacted seawater.1

Waste produced by 
“closed-loop” scrubbers 
is stored as toxic sludge. 
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